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PROPOSED  RULES 


DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE 

National  Fire  Prevention  and  Control 
Administration 

[  15  CFR  Part  1800  ] 

PUBLIC  SAFETY  AWARDS  TO  PUBLIC 
SAFETY  OFFICERS 

Proposed  Implementation  Provisions 

This  is  a  notice  of  proposed  rulemaking 
which  is  issued  jointly  by  the  Secretary 
of  Commerce,  the  Secretary  of  Defense, 
and  the  Attorney  General.  The  proposed 
regulations  implement  an  awards  pro¬ 
gram  for  public  safety  officers  as  estab¬ 
lished  by  section  15  of  the  Federal  Fire 
Prevention  and  Control  Act  of  1974  <P.L. 
93-498,  88  Stat.  1535,  15  U.S.C.  2201  et 
seq.,  278  (f),  (g),  42  U.S.C.  290<a)).  15 
CFR  Part  1800  would  be  added  for  this 
purpose. 

The  Act  creates  two  awards:  The  Pres¬ 
ident’s  Award  For  Outstanding  Public 
Safety  Service;  and  the  Secretary’s 
Award  For  Distinguished  Public  Safety 
Service.  Nominations  for  either  of  these 
awards  are  restricted  to  persons  serving 
a  public  agency,  with  or  without  compen¬ 
sation,  as  firefighters;  law  enforcement 
officers,  including  corrections  or  court 
officers ;  or  civil  defense  officers. 

These  proposed  regulations  are  the  re¬ 
sult  of  consultations  among  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  Department  of  Commerce, 
the  Department  of  Defense,  and  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Justice.  The  regulations,  as 
presented  here,  are  approved  for  this 
publication  by  the  Secretary  of  Com¬ 
merce,  the  Secretary  of  Defense,  and  the 
Attorney  General,  and  are  promulgated 
under  their  authority  by  the  Adminis¬ 
trator,  National  Fire  Prevention  and 
Control  Administration. 

Inquiries  and  comments  on  these  pro¬ 
posed  regulations  should  be  in  writing, 
should  indicate  the  subject  addressed, 
and  should  be  submitted,  on  or  before 
October  26, 1976  to: 

Administrator,  National  Fire  Prevention  and 
Control  Administration,  Department  of 
Commerce,  P.O.  Box  19518,  Washington, 
D.C.  20036 

All  comments  received  on  or  before 
October  26,  1976  shall  be  considered  and 
shall  be  available  for  public  inspection 
at: 

Room  302,  2400  M  Street,  NW„  Washington, 
D.C. 

In  consideration  of  the  foregoing,  it  is 
proposed  to  amend  Title  15  of  the  Code 
of  Federal  Regulations  by  establishing  a 
new  Chapter  XVIII — National  Fire  Pre¬ 
vention  and  Control  Administration,  De¬ 
partment  of  Commerce,  containing  new 
Part  1800,  as  follows: 

PART  1800 — PUBLIC  SAFETY  AWARDS  TO 
PUBLIC  SAFETY  OFFICERS 

Sec. 

1800.1  Background  and  purpose. 

1800.2  Definitions. 

1800.3  Nomination  process. 

1800.4  Nomination  and  selection  criteria. 

1800.5  Joint  Public  Safety  Awards  Board. 

1800.6  Design  and  procurement  of  awards. 


Sec. 

1800.7  Selection  process. 

1800.8  Presentation  of  awards. 

1800.9  Funding. 

Authority:  Federal  Fire  Prevention  and 
Control  Act  of  1974,  sec.  15  (Pub.  L.  93-498, 
88  Stat.  1635,  15  UB.C.  2201  et  seq.,  278(f), 
(g),  42  U.S.C.  290(a)). 

§  1800.1  Background  and  purpose. 

The  regulations  in  this  part  are  issued 
under  the  authority  of  Pub.  L.  93-498, 
the  Federal  Fire  Prevention  and  Control 
Act  of  1974.  The  Act  establishes  two 
classes  of  honorary  awards  for  public 
safety  officers  and  directs  the  issuance  of 
the  necessary  joint  regulations  by  the 
Secretary  of  Commerce,  the  Secretary  of 
Defense,  and  the  Attorney  General.  The 
Secretary  of  Commerce  has  delegated 
authority,  pursuant  to  DOO  25-6A,  for 
the  issuance  of  the  required  regulations 
to  the  Administrator,  National  Fire  Pre¬ 
vention  and  Control  Administration.  The 
Administrator  has  obtained  the  approval 
of  the  Secretary  of  Defense  and  the  At¬ 
torney  General  to  issue  these  regulations 
to  implement  the  statutory  provisions  on 
behalf  of  the  three  agencies  concerned. 

§  1800.2  Definitions. 

(a)  “Public  safety  officer”  means  a 
person  serving  a  public  agency,  with  or 
without  compensation,  as  a  firefighter,  a 
civil  defense  officer  (or  member  of  a  rec¬ 
ognized  civil  defense  preparedness  orga¬ 
nization),  or  a  law  enforcement  officer, 
including  a  corrections  or  court  officer. 

<b)  “President’s  Award”  means  the 
President’s  Award  for  Outstanding  Pub¬ 
lic  Safety  Service,  presented  by  the  Pres¬ 
ident  of  the  United  States  to  a  public 
safety  officer  for  extraordinary  valor  in 
the  line  of  duty  or  for  outstanding  con¬ 
tributions  to  public  safety. 

(c)  “Secretary’s  Award”  means  the 
Secretary’s  Award  (or  the  Attorney  Gen¬ 
eral’s  Award)  for  Distinguished  Public 
Safety  Service,  presented  to  public  safety 
officers  for  distinguished  service  in  the 
field  of  public  safety. 

(d)  “Nominating  Official”  means  the 
head  of  a  Federal  government  depart¬ 
ment  or  agency,  the  governor  of  a  state 
or  territory,  or  the  chief  executive  or  ex¬ 
ecutives  of  any  general  governmental 
unit  within  any  state  or  territory. 

(e)  “Joint  Board”  means  the  Joint 
Public  Safety  Awards  Board  established 
by  the  Departments  of  Commerce,  De¬ 
fense' and  Justice,  to  carry  out  the  pur¬ 
poses  of  Pub.  L.  93-498  aud  this  part. 

§  1800.3  Nomination  process. 

(a)  The  Nominating  Officials  shall 
submit  their  nominations  for  the  Secre¬ 
tary’s  Award  to  the  appropriate  Depart¬ 
ment  depending  upon  the  category  of 
the  nominee  involved,  as  follows: 

(1)  A  firefighter:  U.S.  Department  of 
Commerce,  Attention:  Administrator, 
National  Fire  Prevention  and  Control 
Administration,  P.O.  Box  19518,  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.C.  20036. 

(2)  A  civil  defense  officer  (or  member 
of  a  recognized  civil  defense  prepared¬ 


ness  organization) :  Director,  Defense 
Civil  Preparedness  Agency,  U.S.  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Defense,  Washington,  D.C., 
20231. 

(3)  A  law  enforcement,  corrections  or 
court  officer:  Assistant  Attorney  General 
for  Administration,  Office  of  Manage¬ 
ment  and  Finance,  U.S.  Department  of 
Justice,  Washington,  D.C.,  20530. 

(b)  The  Nominating  Officials  shall  sub¬ 
mit  their  nominations  for  the  President’s 
Award  to  the  Executive  Secretary,  Joint 
Public  Safety  Awards  Board,  National 
Fire  Prevention  and  Control  Administra¬ 
tion,  P.O.  Box  19518,  Washington,  D.C., 
20036. 

(c)  All  nominations  shall  be  submitted 
in  writing  in  accordance  with  the  re¬ 
quirements  prescribed  in  this  section  and 
§  1800.4  at  the  earliest  practicable  date 
after  the  performance  of  the  act  or  acts 
for  which  the  nomination  is  made. 
Nominations  for  each  year  shall  be  made 
before  November  15;  any  received  there¬ 
after  will  be  considered  as  having  been 
made  for  the  following  year. 

(d)  Nominations  for  the  President’s 
Award  or  the  Secretary’s  Award  should 
include  the  name  of  the  candidate,  his/ 
her  position  title,  the  public  agency 
served,  the  locale  where  the  candidate 
performs  his/her  duties,  the  name  of  the 
nominating  official,  a  summary  describ¬ 
ing  the  outstanding  contribution,  distin¬ 
guished  service  or  extraordinary  valor, 
and  the  relevant  dates  relating  thereto. 
The  description  should  be  sufficiently 
concise  and  specific  to  justify  the  request 
for  recognition  of  the  safety  officer 
through  the  presentation  of  either  of 
the  awards.  Copies  of  any  published  fac¬ 
tual  accounts  of  the  nominee’s  accom¬ 
plishments  should  also  be  attached 
when  available. 

(e)  An  annual  invitation  shall  be  is¬ 
sued  by  the  Joint  Board  for  nominations 
f^>r  the  President’s  Award  and,  on  be¬ 
half  of  the  respective  Departments,  for 
the  Secretary’s  Award.  Such  invitation 
shall  be  issued  by  letter  or  by  notice  in 
appropriate  publications  of  interest  to 
the  public  safety  community.  However, 
nominating  officials  need  not  wait  for 
such  invitation  but  may  nominate  at  the 
most  appropriate  time  in  accordance 
with  the  other  provisions  of  this  Part. 

§  1800.4  Nomination  and  selection  cri¬ 
teria. 

(a)  Nominations  for  the  President’s  or 
Secretary’s  Award  shall  be  made  on  the 
basis  of,  and  in  conformity  with,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  uniform  criteria: 

(1)  President’s  Award — Documenta¬ 
tion  accompanying  the  nomination  for 
the  President’s  Award  must  indicate  not 
only  that  the  nominee  unquestionably 
meets  the  standards  established  for  the 
Secretary’s  Award  (see  paragraph  (a) 
(2),  of  this  section),  but  also  deserves 
greater  public  recognition  than  that  af¬ 
forded  by  the  Secretary’s  Award  because 
he/she  has  demonstrated  unique  quali¬ 
ties  of  courage,  imagination  or  ability. 
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which  have  resulted  in  outstanding  con¬ 
tributions  to  the  public  safety. 

(2)  Secretary’s  Award — The  documen¬ 
tation  that  accompanies  the  nomination 
for  the  Secretary’s  Award  must  clearly 
show  that  the  public  safety  officer’s  quali¬ 
fying  service  or  act  is  marked  by  courage, 
imagination  or  ability  or  has  resulted  in 
a  significant  contribution  to  the  public 
safety  accomplished  through  an  original¬ 
ity  of  effort  which  far  exceeds  the  ex¬ 
pected  quality  of  performance  of  the 
normal  duties  assigned  to  the  nominee. 

(b)  Nominations  shall  specify  whether 
the  nominee  is  being  submitted  for  the 
President’s  Award  or  the  Secretary's 
Award. 

§  1800.5  Joint  Public  Safety  Awards 
Board. 

(a)  A  Joint  Public  Safety  Awards 
Board  (Joint  Board)  is  hereby  estab¬ 
lished  to  fulfill  the  responsibilities  of  the 
Secretary  of  Commerce,  the  Secretary  of 
Defense,  and  the  Attorney  General  by 
administering  the  process  of  nomination 
for  the  President’s  Award  and  by  coordi¬ 
nating  the  selection  process  with  the 
Executive  Office  of  the  President.  The 
Joint  Board  shall  consist  of  nine  mem¬ 
bers  who  are  of  appropriate  rank  (at  or 
equivalent  to  grades  GS-14  or  above). 
Three  members  shall  represent  each  of 
the  three  executive  agencies.  The  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Joint  Board  shall  select  one 
of  their  number  to  act  as  the  chair¬ 
person. 

(b)  Members  of  the  Joint  Board  shall 
serve  in  addition  to  their  regular  duties 
and  without  additional  compensation. 
The  members  of  the  Joint  Board  shall 
establish  the  procedure  by  which  the 
selections  for  the  President’s  Award  shall 
be  made  to  assure  the  timely  presenta¬ 
tion  of  public  safety  awards. 

(c)  The  Joint  Board  shall  obtain  the 
services  of  a  Department  of  Commerce 
employee  to  act  as  the  Executive  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Joint  Board.  The  Executive 
Secretary  shall  perform  such  functions 
as  are  appropriate  to  the  Board’s  re¬ 
sponsibilities,  including  the  receipt  of  all 


nominations,  and  the  communication  of 
nomination  information,  for  the  purpose 
of  receiving  comments  thereon,  from 
members  of  the  public  safety  community 
pursuant  to  §  1800.5(e). 

(d)  The  Joint  Board  shall  review  the 
nominations  for  the  President’s  Award 
and  shall  recommend  to  the  Secretary  of 
Commerce,  the  Secretary  of  Defense  and 
the  Attorney  General  by  February  1  of 
each  year,  those  nominees  determined 
by  them  to  merit  the  President’s  Award, 
together  with  the  reasons  therefor.  The 
Secretaries  of  Commerce  and  Defense 
and  the  Attorney  General  shall  then 
recommend  to  the  President  those  nomi¬ 
nees  determined  by  them  to  merit  the 
President’s  Award,  together  with  the 
reasons  therefor. 

(e)  The  Joint  Board  may  request  that 
persons  representing  a  cross-section  of 
the  National  public  safety  community 
comment  upon  nominations  made  to  the 
Board  for  the  President’s  Award.  For  this 
purpose,  the  communication  of  nomina¬ 
tion  information  shall  be  effected  by 
mail. 

§  1800.6  Design  and  procurement  *of 
awards. 

(a)  The  Joint  Board  shall  consult 
with  the  Department  of  the  Treasury 
and  the  Executive  Office  of  the  President 
in  regard  to  the  design  and  procurement 
of  the  appropriate  citations  and  medal 
for  the  President’s  Award  in  accordance 
with  applicable  laws  and  regulations. 

(b)  Insofar  as  practicable,  the  designs 
of  the  three  Departments  shall  be  co¬ 
ordinated  so  as  to  avoid  distinctly  dif¬ 
ferent  recognition  of  the  various  public 
safety  officers. 

§  1800.7  Selection  process. 

(a)  President’s  Award — Nominations 
for  the  President’s  Award  shall  be  proc¬ 
essed  and  evaluated  as  set  forth  in 
§  1800.5  Recipients  of  the  President’s 
Award  shall  be  selected  by  the  President. 

(b)  Secretary’s  Award — Upon  receipt 
of  a  nomination  for  the  Secretary’s 
Award,  the  Head  of  the  Department 
shall  cause  an  evaluation  and  selection 


of  the  nominees  in  accordance  with  the 
criteria  prescribed  in  §  1800.4(a) . 

(c)  Individuals  nominated  for  the 
President’s  Award  who  are  considered 
not  to  meet  the  criteria  for  that  Award 
by  the  Joint  Board  or  who  are  not  rec¬ 
ommended  to  or  selected  by  the  Presi¬ 
dent  shall  be  automatically  considered 
by  the  Head  of  the  Department  con¬ 
cerned  for  presentation  of  the  Secre¬ 
tary’s  Award. 

§  1800.8  Presentation  of  awards. 

(a)  Presentation  of  the  President’s 
Award  shall  be  made  at  such  time,  place 
and  circumstance  as  the  Executive  Of¬ 
fice  of  the  President  directs.  There  shall 
not  be  more  than  twelve  (12)  President’s 
Awards  given  out  during  any  calendar 
year. 

(b)  Presentation  of  the  Secretary’s 
Award  shall  be  made  by  the  Head  of  the 
Department  concerned  or  his  designee  at 
such  time,  place  and  circumstance  as  the 
Head  of  the  Department  determines. 

§  1800.9  Funding. 

(a>  President’s  Award — The  costs  in¬ 
volved  in  designing  and  striking  the  cast 
for  the  medal  to  be  presented  in  con¬ 
junction  with  the  President’s  Award 
shall  be  prorated  among  the  three  De¬ 
partments  concerned.  The  cost  of  pro¬ 
ducing  the  medal  and  printing  the  cer¬ 
tificate  for  a  recipient  shall  be  borne 
by  the  Department  of  Commerce  if  the 
recipient  is  a  firefighter,  by  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Defense  if  the  recipient  is  a  civil 
defense  officer,  or  by  the  Department  of 
Justice  if  the  recipient  is  a  law  enforce¬ 
ment  officer. 

(b)  Secretary’s  Award — All  expenses ' 
in  connection  with  the  Secretary’s  Award 
shall  be  borne  by  the  appropriate  De¬ 
partment. 

Dated:  July  20, 1976. 

Howard  D.  Tipton, 
Administrator,  National  Fire 
Prevention  and  Control  Ad¬ 
ministration. 
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